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SUBJECT: BOMBS PLACED IN LIMERICK 

1. RADIO MORNING MAY 5 REPORTS DISCOVERY IN THREE LIMERICK CITY 
HOTELS OF BOMBS COMPOSED OF EXPLOSIVES AND LARGE QUANTITIES OF 
GASOLINE. HOTEL STAFF FOUND ONE BOMB, AND POLICE FOUND OTHERS 
AFTER RECEIVING A VAGUE WARNING BY TELEPHONE. COMMENTATORS 
NATURALLY SPECULATE THAT BOMBS MAY HAVE BEEN AN ATTEMPT TO CREATE 
A DIVERSION WHILE BRIDGET DUGDALE WAS RESCUED FROM A NEARBY JAIL. 
SHE IS BEST KNOWN OF FEMALE PRISONERS CONNECTED TO PROVISIONAL 

SINN FEIN/IRA AND HAS RECENTLY BEEN ON HUNGER STRIKE. REPUBLIC 
HAS NO TOP-SECURITY FEMALE PRISON. AND LIMERICK JAIL MAY SEEM A 
RELEATIVELY SOFT TARGET. MALE PROVOS HAVE MADE REPEATED, AND 
SOMETIMES SUCCESSFUL, ATTEMPTS TO ESCAPE FROM THEIR PORTLAOISE 
PRISON DESPITE INTENSIVE SECURITY. IN ANY EVENT, HOWEVER, NO 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT HAS YET BEEN MADE FOR DUGDALE. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH PROVOS HAVE APPARENTLY DENIED RESPONSIBIL- 
ITY, THIS INCIDENT DOES AT FIRST GLANCE HAVE THE MARKS OF THEIR 
EFFORTS. DUGDALE HAS LONG BEEN AN OBVIOUS CANDIDATE FOR JAIL 
BREAK, AND THE ADVANCE WARNING IS AN IRA TRADEMARK. (PROTESTANT 
TERRORISTS HAVE USUALLY OMITTED WARNINGS. AS IN THE CASE OF THE 
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COULD HAVE CAUSED VERY SERIOUS TROUBLE, AND THEY BRING ONE STEP 
CLOSER THE OPEN IRA VIOLENCE THAT GOI HAS LONG FEARED WOULD SPREAD 
INTO REPUBLIC. 
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